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Issue Welcome and Introductions 

Discussion The Individuals and Families Committee (IFC) Meeting convened at 9:30 AM via 

WebEx and Kimberly Berg, IFC Program Planner, welcomed members.  

Members introduced themselves via a roll call. It was announced that the vote on 

today’s motions will be conducted through a roll call as well. 

The meeting agenda was reviewed. 

Outcome N/A 

 
 

Issue IFC April 2020 Meeting Minutes   

Discussion The April 2020 IFC meeting minutes were presented for approval.  
 
No changes were requested to the presented minutes. 
 



 

A motion was made by Melinda Dolezal to approve the minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Deidre Staley. 

Outcome IFC members voted to approve the April 2020 Meeting Minutes.    

 
 
 

Issue DDPC Staff and Members Updates 

Discussion Vicky Hiffa, DDPC Deputy Director, announced recent changes to Council membership 
and staff changes.  

Outcome N/A 

 
 
 

Issue PPR/State Plan Updates 

Discussion Jessica Pidgeon, DDPC Long-Term Program Planner and Federal Liaison, 
provided updates on the DDPC State Plan (2022-2026): 

• 2022-2026 State Plan goals and objectives are going to be focused around 
the three categories: individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (IDD), family members caregivers, and systems change. 

• The focus of DD Network collaboration will be on transitions between DD 
and Non-DD specific systems of individuals aged 14-29. 

• 2022-2026 State Plan development timeline and the next steps were 
reviewed. 

 

Members discussion: 

Members were in favor of increasing self-advocate State Plan input responsiveness 

and were supportive of the State Plan focus on self-advocacy, special education, 

and transitions. 

Outcome State Plan updates will be provided in the next meeting 

 
 
 

Issue DDPC COVID-19 Response 

Discussion I. Update on COVID-19 Response Small Grants Initiative 
 
Jackie Hayes, DDPC Program Planner and Diversity and Inclusion Specialist, 
presented background for this small grant opportunity. The IFC and CSCC approved 
set aside of $300,000 for a period of 2 years for various COVID-19-related projects in 
April 2020.  
 
COVID-19 Response Small Grant Opportunity was released to the field on July 17, 
2020, and proposals were due August 14, 2020. The funding announcement was 



 

posted on DDPC website and distributed through DDPC networks. The website post 
about this opportunity was shown to the members. 
 
The small grant funding opportunity called for two types of proposals - Tier 1 Grant 
Proposal: ranging from a minimum of $2,500 up to $9,999 and Tier 2 Grant 
Proposal: ranging from a minimum of $10,000 up to $50,000 – each for a one-year 
period. 
 
DDPC received 59 applications, 50 of them passed the eligibility review.  
 
Members Questions and Discussion: 

• How many applications were from New York City? 
o A good number. We will provide the exact number in the next Council meeting. 

• What criteria is being used to assess the small grants and who developed it? 
o The review criteria were developed internally by DDPC staff to assess strength 

of answers to the application questions.  

• Are some grants available to individuals or are all of them a systemic impact type 
of grants? 
o The funding opportunity was for non-profit organizations in the developmental 

disability field. 
 

II. Discussion: Emerging Needs & Challenges During the Pandemic 
 

Members were asked to provide updates since April meetings on emerging needs 

and current conditions in their community. The members’ input included the following: 

• A shortage of staffing is an ongoing issue. 

• Telehealth (includes medical and social aspects) is proving to be beneficial. 

• The Technology Related Assistance for Individuals with Disabilities (TRAID) 
program is seeing increase of technology requests from individuals that would 
typically attend day services and high school and college students.  

• DOH is developing a family resource guide for families and caregivers of children 
and youth with special needs that will provide information about respite, day and 
evening services. 

• Bronx Developmental Disabilities Council also noted that telehealth is beneficial 
for individuals and families, adding that there is a new high demand for mental 
telehealth services.  

• Families are struggling with transition from one system to another and this is even 
more exacerbated by the pandemic.  

• There is a high spike in behavior management needs for services. 

• Disability Rights New York (DRNY) commented that a new wave of coronavirus is 
possible, so we should maximize what we learn so far from the pandemic, so 
systems will be ready to respond to the needs of DD population.  

• It was noted the lack of personal protective equipment (PPE) was an issue across 
service providers.  



 

• Education related issues were noted. Technology would not resolve all situations 
with providing special education services since certain services work well only 
when in-person.  

• The proposed cuts to self-direction program are very concerning. 

• The Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) noted that they 
now focus more on protecting health and safety of DD population and less on 
transitions from the school system to OPWDD system which causes a lot of 
anxiety among transition age people with IDD and their families. 
 
 
III. Funding Motion: DDPC COVID Response 
 

A set-aside motion for the DDPC COVID-19 Response was presented during April 

IFC and CSCC meeting.  

Recusal: None 

Jim Huben, DDPC Community and Systems Change Committee Program Planner, 

provided background for the DDPC COVID-19 response small grant opportunity. The 

DDPC received an overwhelming response to the small grant's opportunity. 

Therefore, we are seeking (up to) another $300,000 for this opportunity. 

Members discussion and questions included the following: 

• Can you provide some examples of the specific requests received? 
o Some examples include development of informational materials in different 

languages; social programming to deal with social isolation; addressing dental 
health needs; fitness and recreation programming; housing/a residential needs 
assessment; telehealth; and employment related.  

• How does the internal approval process work? 
o The proposals went through a vigorous internal approval process. The first 

stage was the internal eligibility review which looked at whether the proposed 
projects were COVID related, whether the organizations are non-profits, and 
whether other administrative criteria, such as being registering as a vendor 
with the NY State, etc., were met. The applications were then scored based on 
strength of their answers to the scoresheet questions.  

 

Deidre Staley made the motion. Kate Maunz seconded the motion. 
 
MOTION: To award up to $300,000 for 2 years to various grantees to assist 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), their family 

members and the IDD service delivery systems to assist in their response to 

the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

Outcome IFC Members voted to approve the motion. Julie Keegan noted that she voted 

to approve the motion based on what was shared today.  



 

 
 

 
 
 

Issue OPWDD Focus Groups Updates 

Discussion Kimberly Berg provided updates on the OPWDD focus groups. OPWDD partnered 
with DDPC to conduct focus groups to collect input from people with IDD and their 
families on current needs and issues from the pandemic to develop a better 
response to them. 
 
Discussed topics included: communication; services during the shutdown; 

technology and virtual options; reopening of day services and programs; health and 

safety; transportation; and person-centeredness. 

Next steps: 

• DDPC Staff are drafting documents, in collaboration with OPWDD staff, that pull 
together the feedback, concerns, and recommendations of focus group 
participants. 

• OPWDD will combine this information with other information they have collected 
from stakeholders and providers and determine the best way to share it.  

• OPWDD plans to use information to help ‘reimagine’ day service programs and 
options in the future. 

 

Members Discussion and Questions: 

• How many people participated in the OPWDD focus groups from each region? 
o A total of 40 people participated across the five OPWDD regions. Our goal 

was to have no more than 10 participants per a focus group. 

• Were they people from the community as well as certified settings? 
o Some participants were those living in the community, and a few others were 

living in certified settings. 

• Members were concerned that the voices of those who “fall through the cracks” 
between different systems should also be heard.  
o DDPC is aware about this ongoing issue and is looking for ways to address it 

through DDPC work. 

• Are there any ways to illuminate inconsistencies between the service providers? 
o This is something that we expect to address moving forward. However, the 

decisions will be made after focus group feedback is analyzed. 

• We should also be concerned about issues of dropouts from educational 
settings. 
o We agree that this is an emerging issue and such population should be 

tracked, and the reasons and consequences for dropping out from 
schools/colleges should be analyzed for a proper response.  

Outcome OPWDD Focus Groups updates will be provided in the next IFC meeting in 
December  

 



 

 
 
 

Issue Open Forum 

Discussion Vicky Hiffa provided an overview of preliminary agenda items for the October Full 

Council meeting and welcomed members’ suggestions on possible presentations 

on any areas that they would like to learn about. Members did not provide any 

suggestions for presentations at the moment but will communicate any by email. 

Member Questions included the following: 

• What day is the Full Council meeting? 
o Originally, the Full Council meeting was scheduled for two days – October 

29-30, but it was changed to only one day on October 29th.  

• What about the DDPC Caucus meeting? 
o DDPC Caucus meeting will be on October 28th from 4-6 PM. 

• Will the DD Network members meet as well on October 28th? 
o The DD Network meeting will be scheduled on a separate day. 

Outcome N/A 

 
 
 

Issue Adjournment 

Discussion • The next IFC meeting will be held on December 7, 2020. 

 

With no additional business, Deirdre Staley made the motion and Kate Maunz 

seconded the motion to adjourn. 

 

The IFC members voted to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 AM.  
Outcome The IFC Committee adjourned at 11:45 AM. 

 


