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Issue Welcome and Introductions 

Discussion The Community and Systems Change Committee (CSCC) Meeting convened at 

9:30 AM via WebEx and Jackie Hayes, DDPC Program Planner and Diversity and 

Inclusion Specialist, welcomed members.  

Members introduced themselves via a roll call. It was announced that the vote on 

today’s motions will be conducted through a roll call as well. 

The meeting agenda was reviewed. 

Outcome N/A 

 
 

Issue CSCC April 2020 Meeting Minutes   

Discussion The April 2020 CSCC meeting minutes were presented for approval.  
 
No changes were requested to the presented minutes. 
 
A motion was made by David Feickert to approve the minutes. The motion was 
seconded by Colleen Scott. 
 



 

Abstention: Suzannah Iadarola  

 

Outcome CSCC members voted to approve the April 2020 Meeting Minutes.    

 
 

Issue DDPC Staff and Members Updates 

Discussion Vicky Hiffa, DDPC Deputy Director, announced changes in council membership 
and internal staff changes.  
Members questions and discussion: 

• Members were concerned that the Council is at risk of not having a quorum and 
asked whether DDPC began an appointment process to replace the resigned 
Council members. 
o Currently, we can still achieve a quorum with everyone’s attendance. We are 

actively recruiting new members and have a good number of resumes 
already. We will be submitting selected resumes for the appointment process 
as soon as possible.  

Outcome N/A 

 
 

Issue PPR/State Plan Updates 

Discussion Jessica Pidgeon, DDPC Long-Term Program Planner and Federal Liaison, 
provided updates on the DDPC State Plan (2022-2026): 

• 2022-2026 State Plan goals and objectives are going to be focused around the 
three categories: individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities 
(IDD), family members caregivers, and systems change; 

• The focus of DD Network collaboration will be on transitions between DD and 
Non-DD specific systems of individuals aged 14-29.  

Outcome State Plan updates will be provided in the next meeting. 

 
 

Issue OPWDD Focus Groups Updates 

Discussion Kim Berg, DDPC Individuals and Families Committee Program Planner, provided 
updates on the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities (OPWDD) focus 
groups. OPWDD partnered with DDPC to conduct these focus groups to collect 
input from people with IDD and their families on current needs and issues from the 
pandemic situation to develop a better response to them. 
 
Input Process Overview: 

• DDPC supported OPWDD to hold 5 focus groups in August 

• One focus group was held in each OPWDD region 

• Each focus group was 2 hours long 

• Participants included people with disabilities and family members 
 



 

Discussed topics included: communication; services during the shutdown; 

technology and virtual options; re-opening of day services and programs; health 

and safety; transportation; and person-centeredness. 

Next steps: 

• DDPC staff are drafting documents, in collaboration with OPWDD staff, that pull 
together the feedback, concerns, and recommendations of focus group 
participants; 

• OPWDD will combine this information with other information they have 
collected from stakeholders and providers and determine the best way to share 
it;  

• OPWDD plans to use information to help ‘re-imagine’ day service programs and 
options in the future. 

 
 

Outcome OPWDD Focus Groups updates will be provided at the next CSCC meeting in 
December.  

 
 

Issue DDPC COVID-19 Response 

Discussion I. Update on COVID-19 Response Small Grants Initiative 
 
Jackie Hayes presented background for this small grant opportunity. The IFC and 
CSCC approved set aside of $300,000 for a period of 2 years for various COVID-
19-related projects in April 2020. The COVID Response workgroups were 
convened to provide input on emerging needs of people with disabilities, family 
caregivers, and systems.  
 
COVID-19 Response Small Grant Opportunity was released to the field on July 
17, 2020, proposals were due August 14, 2020. The funding announcement was 
posted on DDPC website and distributed through DDPC networks. The website 
post about this opportunity was shown to the members. 
 
The small grant funding opportunity called for two types of proposals - Tier 1 Grant 
Proposal: ranging from a minimum of $2,500 up to $9,999 and Tier 2 Grant 
Proposal: ranging from a minimum of $10,000 up to $50,000 – each for a one-year 
period. 
 

 
II. Discussion: Emerging Needs & Challenges During the Pandemic 

 

Members were asked to provide updates since April meetings on emerging needs 

and current conditions in their community. The members’ input included the 

following: 

• Providers do not communicate well their reopening plans. 



 

• The NYS Office for the Aging commented that their agency was in crisis 
response mode since the beginning of the pandemic, and their highest 
priorities were health and safety.  

• SANYS offers weekly virtual calls for self-advocates to provide disability related 
updates and peer support.  

• The Strong Center for Developmental Disabilities (Strong Center), University of 
Rochester, continues to prioritize providing clinical services virtually as much 
as possible, which has alleviated some barriers for families who travel great 
distances to come to the clinic.  

• There is a lot of grieving among people with disabilities due to isolation from 
their families, friends, and even staff. This is partly due to a lack of technology 
use or access.  

• DRNY commented on a new policy proposal about coronavirus vaccinations 
priorities for people with disabilities, especially those living in certified settings, 
noting that support staff should be considered for a vaccination priority as well. 
Another noted issue was related to special education and a potential for 
regression of inclusion of students with disabilities in integrated school settings. 
  
III. Funding Motion: DDPC COVID Response 
 

A set-aside motion for the DDPC COVID-19 Response was presented during April 

IFC and CSCC meeting.  

Recusal: Jennifer Thau, Shameka Andrews 

Jim Huben, CSCC Program Planner, provided background for the DDPC COVID-

19 response small grant opportunity.  

 

David Feickert made the motion. Colleen Scott seconded the motion. 

 
MOTION: To award up to $300,000 for 2 years to various grantees to assist 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD), their family 

members and the IDD service delivery systems to assist in their response to 

the Coronavirus Pandemic. 

Outcome CSCC Members voted to approve the motion.  

 
  

 

Issue Concept Paper: Self-Advocacy Diversity and Cultural Competency 

Discussion Recusal: Jennifer Thau, Shameka Andrews 
 
Jackie Hayes provided background for the concept. New York is one of the most 
culturally and linguistically diverse states in the U.S. Research shows that racial 
and ethnic disparities exist for individuals with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities (IDD) in many areas such as health, housing, education, and 



 

employment. Given New York’s diversity and existing disparities, there is a clear 
need to enhance our DD system’s ability to provide quality, culturally and 
linguistically competent (CLC) supports to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities (IDD). Advocacy and civic engagement are key tools 
which drive systems change and ensure that the DD system is responsive to the 
needs of individuals with IDD and their families. 
 
The DDPC is in the conceptual development phase of this initiative. Council 
member input will inform the next stage of project development which may include 
one or more funding motions at future CSCC meetings. 

 
 

Outcome Updates on the concept progress will be provided in the next CSCC meeting. 

 
 

Issue CSCC Updates 

Discussion Jackie Hayes provided CSCC updates about the Committee work as it relates to 

the current DDPC State Plan.  
 

Outcome N/A 

 
 

Issue Adjournment 

Discussion • The next CSCC meeting will be held on December 8, 2020. 

 

With no additional business, David Feickert made the motion and Colleen Scott 

seconded the motion to adjourn. 

 

The IFC members voted to adjourn the meeting at 12:05 PM.  
Outcome The CSC Committee adjourned at 12:05 PM. 

 


