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DDPC CONNECTS
HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES
IN NEW YORK STATE
Finding a home is a deeply personal experience that
requires a great deal of choice.You may ask
yourself; “Where do I want to live? What community
can I see myself in? Should I rent, or am I in a
position to buy a home?” Whatever you decide will
have a direct impact on the housing options
available to you. Unfortunately, these same choices
are not always available to individuals with
intellectual and developmental disabilities (IDD).

DDPC
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Oct. 11: The DDPC will

be at the SANYS
Statewide Conference
in Albany, NY. Be sure
to stop by and say
hello to some of our
staff.
Five-Year State Plan:

The DDPC will start
collecting input for our
2022-2026 State Plan
soon. Be on the
lookout for upcoming
announcements on
ways to participate!

HOUSING...WHAT'S AVAILABLE?
In New York State, there are over 128,000 people with IDD receiving
services from the Office for People with Developmental Disabilities
(OPWDD), and thousands of others who do not receive services that have
housing needs. Historically, many of these New Yorkers have lived at home
with a family caregiver or in State-certified housing (facilities operated by the
State, or through a State approved not-for-profit provider agency). While
these two settings have traditionally been the main choices provided to
people with IDD, there is a growing interest among self advocates and family
members to find other options.
In 2016, OPWDD administered a survey
to collect information from self-advocates
and caregivers about their level of
interest in non-certified housing options.
For example, the survey explored
whether people would be interested in
community-based housing choices.
Results of the survey supported a
growing interest in new options. Of those
who provided input, 90% expressed
interest in learning more about less
'traditional' housing options. Additionally,
one in every three respondents noted
preferring non-certified setting choices.

90% of survey
respondents expressed
interest in learning
about less traditonal
housing options.

Housing Options
Apartments
Houses
Co-operatives
Condominiums
Family Care
Shared Living

DDPC STATE PLAN

DDPC'S HOUSING PROJECT
Similar to findings of the OPWDD survey, public input
collected during the development of the 2017-2021
DDPC State Plan suggested that many people with
IDD desire more influence in selecting where they live
and who they live with. Self-advocates and caregivers
also noted that it was difficult to get information about
independent living options that may be available.

The State Plan is the
‘big picture’ of how
services and programs
for Individuals with IDD
and their families
should be five years
from now.
The plan includes long
term goals to be
accomplished within
five years and provides
guidance to the DDPC
regarding how it uses
its resources.

Based on this input, the DDPC developed a project to:
Increase awareness of non-certified housing
options for individuals with IDD and their
caregivers, and
Strengthen the capacity of the housing
development community to create, manage, and
support the growth of non certified community
based options for people with IDD.
CONNECT WITH US

Another goal of the project is to make more housing
choices available to individuals with IDD. DDPC
recognizes that with more choices also comes a need
for people to have more access to information. To
assist with this, the project also works to establish
regional partnerships and educational programs for
families and self-advocates on how to access nontraditional housing options.

Stay up to date with the
DDPC by connecting
with our Social Media!

Facebook
Twitter
Youtube

REGIONAL HOUSING COLLABORATIVES
In 2018, the DDPC started its housing initiative by awarding a grant of $750,000
to the New York Alliance for Inclusion and Innovation (NY Alliance) for a threeyear project. As part of the grant, the NY Alliance will create State and Regional
Housing Collaboratives (RHC). Housing collaboratives bring together all the
people needed to help individuals with IDD find a home of their choice, while
still receiving needed services. RHC's can include landlords, real estate agents,
and housing developers, as well as self-advocates, family members, and
service delivery professionals.
The RHCs together with experts in the OPWDD service system, will assist
individuals with IDD and their families to craft individualized housing plans to
support more independent living opportunities. By working with the care
coordinators, service providers, and others, the RHCs will help ensure that
housing plans are part of the person’s overall Life Plan and support services.

HOUSING NAVIGATOR COURSE
The NY Alliance has a history of working towards
inclusive housing options for people with IDD. One
such effort was the creation of a Housing
Navigator course.
This course educates participants about the
resources required to help individuals with IDD
obtain housing. Graduates of the course earn the
title of a Housing Navigator. These graduate
navigators are a group of qualified individuals
located across the State that can assist individuals
in meeting their housing needs.

For More information about Housing Navigators visit:
https://nyhrc.org/directory.php

FALL EDITION, 2019

In the first year of the DDPC
initiative, the NY Alliance is creating
RHCs in each of the five OPWDD
Regions across the State. In each
region the RHCs will work with 15
people with IDD to help them choose
their housing and live.
Pilot participants will continue to
receive any services they need while
exploring new options and
transitioning from their current home
to the new home of their choice.
The project will also support the NY
Alliance to further develop their New
York Housing Resource Center
(HRC). The HRC is an online
resource that provides information
on housing, assistive technology,
regional resources and on Housing
Navigators.

Did You Know
If you receive a wage through a Home
and Community Based Services waiver
to live with a person with IDD, there are
no Federal or New York State income
taxes on these wages.

In fact, you could qualify for a
housing subsidy that is not
taxed.
The DDPC has produced an
informational video about the Shared
Living Tax Benefits that can be found
on our YouTube page!

For more information about
the HRC visit:
nyhrc.org

The DDPC has created a video to highlight 'Housing Opportunities that
Help Promote Independent Living. Be sure to check it out on the
DDPC YouTube Page or by clicking the image above.

THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMUNITY
Most people rely on others to help them find
housing, it is no different for people with IDD.
Whether living in certified, non-certified, or other
independent housing options, individuals need to
have the right people together to support their
needs in creating a housing option that works best
for them.
One objective of the RHCs is to encourage
conversations to create community-based
relationships that help to provide cost effective
housing choices that offer a greater quality of life
for people with IDD.
As the DDPC and NY Alliance continue to foster
these relationships and build community efforts to
increase housing options for individuals with
disabilities, we encourage you to follow our
progress by joining the Housing Connect
newsletter available on the NYHRC website:
nyhrc.org

SUPPORTING FAMILY
CAREGIVERS
New housing options also
help family caregivers have
greater peace of mind. In
New York, around 63% of
individuals with IDD are
living at home with a family
caregiver. Currently, almost
25% of these caregivers are
over the age of 60.
Families are concerned
about what will happen to
their loved ones as they
continue to age and become
unable to support them.
Caregivers can find comfort
and support by exploring
new opportunities in housing.
*Source: Braddock et al., Coleman Institute and
Department of Psychiatry, University of Colorado,
2017. http://stateofthestates.org
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